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ADEFFA association

• Non-profit association. It has a collaboration
agreement with the Department of Agriculture,
Livestock, Fisheries, Nutrition and Environment of
the Generalitat de Catalunya (DAAM) for the
fauna management and conservation.



Conservation of native crayfish in the
Llobregat river basin

• ADEFFA collaborates with the conservation
program of native crayfish, being held by the
DAAM, managing the Llobregat river basin
since 2005.



Conservation of native crayfish in the
Llobregat river basin

• Tracking populations

Currently tracking 36 different populations of native
crayfish.



Conservation of native crayfish in the
Llobregat river basin

• Captive breeding

Small breeding farm with reproductive individuals of the
Llobregat basin. Productivity: 200-250 second year crabs.



Conservation of native crayfish in the
Llobregat river basin

• Restocking

Restocking in appropriate areas. Preliminary feasibility

studies since 2010. Tracking.
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Conservation of native crayfish in the
Llobregat river basin

• Study of crayfish plague outbreaks

Outbreak tracking, extraction and shipment of
samples.



Conservation of native crayfish in the
Llobregat river basin

• Rescue and ex situ maintenance

In outbreak cases, healthy individuals have been
rescued for subsequent introduction.



Conservation of native crayfish in the
Llobregat river basin

• Territory Custody Contracts for habitat
conservation.



Conservation of native crayfish in the
Llobregat river basin

• Removing invasive species

In closer areas of native crayfish populations



Environmental education in the
conservation of native crayfish

• Fundamental to spread the knowledge about the
problem. Education is fundamental to any conservation
project.

Judit Roma



Environmental education in the
conservation of native crayfish

• General public has little knowledge of the problem
that invader species cause to native crayfish.



Environmental education in the
conservation of native crayfish

• Basic and simple concepts:

- Do not move animals
from one place to
another.

- Native crayfish takes
good care of the river, 
invaders destroy it.

- Human generated
problem



Environmental education in the
conservation of native crayfish

• Very important not to disclose the areas where
native crayfish populations operate.



Environmental education in the
conservation of native crayfish

• Reach all agents involved, at all ages, although it
seems hard.



Environmental education in the
conservation of native crayfish

• Video showing of eggs and young trouts predation,
were used for fishermen awareness.





Environmental education in the
conservation of native crayfish

Environmental education at Camadoca wildlife
conservation center, for schools and general public.
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Environmental education in the
conservation of native crayfish

Environmental education at school.



Environmental education in the conservation of native
crayfish: Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River.
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Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River.

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS PURPOSE FACING THE PROBLEM
OF THE INTRODUCTION OF INVASIVE CRAB SPECIES



Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River

ENVIRONMENTAL VOLUNTEERS



Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: 
RECEPTION OF PARTICIPANTS



Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: 
MATERIAL DISINFECTION



Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River:
CHILDREN ACTIVITIES, T-SHIRT SELLING AND MEMBERSHIP 

RECRUITMENT



Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: 
BRIEFING



Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: LIBERATION OF 

A RECOVERED IN WILDLIFE CENTER ANIMAL (GENERALITAT DE CATALUNYA)



Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: PARTIAL VISIT 

OF CAMADOCA CENTER AND VIDEO DISPLAY ON INTRODUCTION OF INVASIVE 
SPECIES PROBLEM 



Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: 
DINNER



Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: 
INVADER CRAYFISH CAPTURE ALONG THE RIVER
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Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: 
INVADER CRAYFISH COUNT AT CAMADOCA CENTER
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Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: 
RESULTS
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Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: 
RESULTS

AÑO 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 TOTAL
FECHA 17/09/11 07/10/11 01/09/12 08/09/12 15/06/13 13/07/13 03/08/13 26/07/14 30/08/14 18/07/15 25/07/15

Nº Total de
cangreos 2846 1118 1532 1824 1416 2753 2857 2266 965 4743 2473 24793
Nº Total de
personas 187 35 90 180 107 244 248 257 194 246 244 2032
Nº cangrejos
/ persona 15,2 31,9 17,0 10,1 13,2 11,3 11,5 8,8 5,0 19,3 10,1 12,2
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Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: 
RESULTS

• The awareness of participants is high. Moreover,
diffusion at workplace and social life is achieved.

• Spread the topic in the media



Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: 
RESULTS

ADEFFA performed twice as many catches, trapping. 50-000
crabs in 5 years. Percentage of larger size signal crab (10 cm)
decreases every year.
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Invasive Crab Capture Day at Merlès River: 
RESULTS

Signal crayfish and other invasive species at Merlès river prey
naiad populations and should be rapidly decreased the amount
of larger crabs.
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